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Project Abstract:  
The primary goal of this research project is to investigate the effectiveness 
of an integrated curriculum model intended to prepare children for successful 
school entry (RFA-HD-03-03). This curriculum model, Children's School 
Success (CSS), was developed through a planning grant project that 
involved investigators, research experts, and community partners. The CSS 
curriculum model consists of academic, social, and individualization 
components that are well integrated and have a solid-base of scientific 
evidence documenting their effectiveness. The aims of this research project 
are a) to train teachers to implement the CSS intervention model, provide 
ongoing support for implementation, and assess fidelity of treatment for the 
intervention model, b) assess and analyze the immediate effect of the CSS 
intervention model on the learning and development of four-year-old 
children at risk for school failure, c) assess the effects of the intervention 
model on children' s success in early elementary school years and d) 
determine the contextual characteristics of children, families, teachers, and 
organizations that affect fidelity of treatment and outcomes for children. The 
project will take place in 60 classrooms at five regional locations (CA, IN, 
KS, MD, WV) and involve approximately 600 children. These classrooms are 
located in Head Start, State Pre-K, and public school preschool programs. 
Children at risk for failure when entering the public schools are defined as 
four-year-old children living in poverty, children with identified disabilities, 
and children who are English Language Learners. A randomized group design 
will be employed in which teachers/ classrooms are randomly assigned to 
conditions. Children in the experimental (i.e., receiving CSS Curriculum) and 
control (i.e. receiving typical curriculum in classroom) groups will be 
assessed with a battery of language, academic and social assessments at the 



beginning and end of the preschool year. Each spring, academic 
achievement and social assessments information, as well as school referral 
and placement information will be collected. To investigate the effects of 
institutional, personnel, and cultural variables on the implementation of the 
curriculum and effects for children, a cross-site case study analysis will be 
conducted. In addition, a comparison of costs of the CSS curriculum 
implementation relative to the standard curriculum in the preschool 
programs will be conducted. 
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Project Abstract: 
This project consists of the implementation and evaluation of a 
developmentally based intervention program integrated into existing Head 
Start programs in order to promote the school readiness of 
socioeconomically disadvantaged children. Forty Head Start classrooms will 
be randomly assigned to the enriched intervention Head Start (Head Start 
REDI - Research-based Developmentally Informed) or to "usual practice" 
Head Start. Using a longitudinal study design, a sample of 320 children will 
be assessed annually over a four-year period (pre-test at age 3; post-test at 
age 4; follow-up assessments at age S and age 6, at the end of kindergarten 
and first-grade, respectively). The developmental trajectories and early 
elementary school adjustment of 160 children attending 20 Head Start-REDI 
classrooms will be compared to those of 160 children attending 20 "usual 
practice" Head Start classrooms. The enrichment intervention will utilize 
brief lessons, "hands on" extension activities, and specific teaching 
strategies linked empirically with the promotion of: 1) language 
development and emergent literacy skills, and 2) social-emotional 
competencies. Take-home materials will be provided to parents to enhance 
support for skill development at home and to foster parent-teacher 
involvement. Assessments of child outcomes will include multi-method, 
multi-informant measures of child social-emotional competencies, oral 
language skills, emergent literacy skills, cognitive abilities, and behavior 
problems. Teaching processes will be measured to assess program fidelity 


