
Teacher and/or Parent Report  
Preschool Learning Behaviors Scale (Teacher)  
Child Behavior Checklist for ages 1½ - 5 (Parent and Teacher)  
HS MAP Developmental Goal Levels (Teacher)  

Individualization of Child Programming  
HS MAP Progress Notes 
HS MAP Goal Sheets  

Classroom  
Classroom Psychological Impairment Rating Scale (Classroom PIRS) 
Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale-Revised (ECERS-R) 
Student-Teacher Relationship Scale (STRS; Teacher report) 
Number of Parent-Teacher Conferences/Year 

  

John Hopkins University 

Project Title: 
Implementation and Evaluation of a Collaborative Language and Literacy 
Training and Assessment Program for Head Start 

Principal Investigator: 
Barbara A. Wasik, Ph.D. 

Project Funding Years: 
2002-2006 

Head Start Partners: 
Baltimore City Head Start, Baltimore, MD 

Contact Information: 
Johns Hopkins University 
CSOS, 3003 N. Charles Street 
Baltimore, MD 21218 
Phone: (410) 516-8815, Fax: (410) 516-8890 
Email: bwasik@csos.jhu.edu 

Project Abstract: 
The Johns Hopkins Language and Literacy Project (JHLLP) is a 
comprehensive professional development program and curriculum designed 
to train Head Start teachers in strategies that promote language and literacy 
development in young children. The project includes intensive, ongoing 
teacher coaching, 25 theme-based modules, and books and literacy activities 
related to themes. The training focuses on five components: oral language 
development, book reading, alphabet knowledge, phonological awareness, 
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and writing. The goal of the program is to promote vocabulary and language 
skills in Head Start children. 

As a part of the CORS Head Start University Partnership grant, the JHLLP 
has been implemented and evaluated in 10 classrooms in Baltimore City 
Head Start in Maryland. The data from Year 1 and 2 show that intervention 
classrooms perform significantly better than control classrooms on measures 
of expressive and receptive language. The findings also indicate children who 
are in classrooms where teachers are implementing the language and 
literacy strategies perform better on the assessments compared to children 
who are in classrooms where teachers are not implementing the strategies. 
Measures of classroom quality indicate that the quality of the language and 
literacy usage changes due to the JHLLP intervention. 

Two assessments that support the program have been developed as part of 
the CORS grant. One assessment is consistent with the format of the 
Creative Curriculum assessment yet has specific items that assess the five 
language and literacy component of the JHLLP model. The assessment 
includes both a child and teacher component. The teacher observes each 
child and determines whether the child is demonstrating certain target 
behaviors such as the child’s ability to acquire new words, the child’s 
knowledge of print, and the child’s ability to express his/her ideas in words. 
The teacher also assesses their own practices that support the language and 
literacy development of the children. The assessment is designed to help 
teacher modify the curriculum to meet the needs of the children. 

A second assessment was developed to measure the vocabulary 
development of children. Throughout the curriculum there are target 
vocabulary words that are taught through the books, props, and center 
activities. The vocabulary assessment is designed to determine whether 
children have acquired both expressive and receptive understanding of the 
target words. Children are shown a picture with the objects that represent 
the vocabulary and, through a series of prompts, are asked to identify the 
objects. This assessment provides the teacher with an individualized 
summary of the child’s word knowledge. Piloting of this measure is currently 
taking place. 

In sum, the JHLLP has shown to have a positive impact on Head Start 
children’s language and literacy development. Training teachers to learn to 
talk and interact with their children in order to facilitate the development of 
children’s language and vocabulary skills requires ongoing support and 
feedback from trained staff. 

   



Sample: 
N=20 Head Start Classrooms (10 intervention, 10 controls) 

Measures: 
Child 
Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test-III (PPVT-III) 
Expressive One Word Picture Vocabulary Test (EOWPVT) 
Blending Task (A phonemic sensitivity task) 
Letter Knowledge Measure (Westat measures) 

Teacher 
Early Language and Literacy Classroom Observation (ELLCO) 
Video Taping of Adult-Child Interactions 
Teachers’ Attitudes and Beliefs Scale (modified version of N. Karweit’s 
measure) 
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Project Title: 
Improving Outcomes for Head Start Children: ACTing Squared: Active 
Curriculum Training and Accelerated Child Trajectories 

Principal Investigator: 
Victoria Carr, Ed.D. and Mary Boat, Ph.D. 

Project Funding Years: 
2002-2006 

Head Start Partners: 
Cincinnati-Hamilton County Community Action Agency Head Start, 
Cincinnati, OH 
Clermont County Head Start, Batavia, OH 
Northern Kentucky Community Action Commission Head Start, Newport, KY 

Contact Information: 
Victoria Carr 
University of Cincinnati 
Arlitt Child and Family Research and Education Center 
P.O. Box 210105 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-0105 
Phone: (513) 556-3805, Fax: (513) 556-3764 
Email: Victoria.Carr@uc.edu 

Mary Boat  
University of Cincinnati 
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