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• Highlight three resources and hear examples from 
researchers

1. Developing partnerships with state agencies
• Isabel Bradburn, Virginia Tech

2. Determining the feasibility of using administrative data
• Elizabeth Davis, University of Minnesota

3. Considerations in preparing to analyze administrative 
data
• Amy Claessens, University of Chicago

• Time for questions built into the webinar

Overview
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https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/resource/supporting-
use-administrative-data-early-care-education-research-
resource-series

Resources
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https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/resource/supporting-use-administrative-data-early-care-education-research-resource-series


Resources on the OPRE Website
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• http://www.researchconnections.org/content/childc
are/understand/administrative-data.html

• Organizes resources by topic:

– Managing administrative data

– Analyzing administrative data

– Linking and integrating administrative data

– Data confidentiality/security

Research Connections Resource
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http://www.researchconnections.org/content/childcare/understand/administrative-data.html


Research Connections
Working with Administrative Data
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Research Connections
Working with Administrative Data
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Developing Collaborative Partnerships with 
State Agencies

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/resource/suppo
rting-use-administrative-data-early-care-
education-research-resource-series

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/resource/supporting-use-administrative-data-early-care-education-research-resource-series


• Collaborative partnerships between researchers and 
agency staff

• Improve the quality of research

• Strengthen the applicability of research to inform policy 
and practice

• Benefits of a collaborative research partnership

• Develop useful, compelling research questions

• Facilitate deeper understanding & interpretation of the 
data

• Strengthen state capacity to use administrative data

Developing Collaborative Partnerships
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• Strategies for meeting state agency staff

• National, state, regional meetings

• State task forces or committees

• Early childhood advisory council

• Building a strong partnership

• Mutual respect

• Be strategic about requests to staff

• Make it as easy as possible for staff

Developing Collaborative Partnerships

11



Perspective of a Researcher: Isabel Bradburn



 

 

  

 

Project Child HANDS 

Virginia’s Early Childhood Integrated Data System 

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION 

 

Helping Analyze Needed Data Securely 

Summary and Recommendations 

June, 2013 

Prior work history

Problem:  No state-wide 
information on child care subsidy 
patterns or outcomes

Enthusiastic stakeholders; created 
regular meetings to share 
information, progress, brainstorm

Discovery Design Test and evaluate

Governor’s Advisory Council (ECAC) created holding infrastructure 



Determining the Feasibility of Using 
Administrative Data

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/resource/suppo
rting-use-administrative-data-early-care-
education-research-resource-series

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/resource/supporting-use-administrative-data-early-care-education-research-resource-series


• Data policies and procedures

• Data availability and stewardship

• Data sharing

• Data storage

• Data security

• Data contacts and coordination

• Identifying contacts

• Coordination

Determining the Feasibility of Using 
Administrative Data
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• Data usability

• Data collection and quality

• Appropriateness of data for the research question

• Availability of information about the data (e.g., codebook)

• Use by others

Determining the Feasibility of Using 
Administrative Data
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Perspective of a Researcher: Elizabeth Davis
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• Whose data is it?

– Why should they share the data with you?

• Barriers to data access

– Logistical, legal, political, technological

• Data security and human subjects protections

– Know the rules to protect yourself, your partners 
who provide the data, and the people you are 
studying

Data Policies, Data Sharing 
and Data Contacts
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Some considerations when making a data request: 

• Agency view of data versus researcher view

• Policy context shapes administrative data in 
important ways

– How the data are collected (when and by whom).

– How variables change in different policy contexts or over 
time.

– With administrative data, those in the dataset are typically 
not a random sample – policy affects the composition of 
the caseload and thus who is in the dataset.

Data Usability and Understanding the 
Policy Context



Considerations in Preparing to Analyze 
Administrative Data

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/resource/suppo
rting-use-administrative-data-early-care-
education-research-resource-series

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/resource/supporting-use-administrative-data-early-care-education-research-resource-series


• Understand the scope and limitations of the 
administrative dataset when developing an analysis 
plan

• Selecting variables to analyze

• Assessing the feasibility of the project

• Preparing the data request

• Creating a research-ready analysis dataset

• Documenting

Considerations in Preparing to Analyze 
Administrative Data
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Perspective of a Researcher: Amy Claessens
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If you have any questions about CCADAC
please contact the Project Officer:
Kathleen Dwyer
202-401-5600
Kathleen.Dwyer@acf.hhs.gov

Or

CCADAC Lead at Child Trends:
Kelly Maxwell 
919-869-3251
Kmaxwell@childtrends.org

THANK YOU

mailto:Kathleen.Dwyer@acf.hhs.gov
mailto:Kmaxwell@childtrends.org

