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INTRODUCTION

The Family and Child Experiences Survey (FACES) is a multi-year study of Head Start families and
children and their experiences with the Head Start program. A very important part of the study is to
find out about staff and their experiences in Head Start. Your answers will be completely
confidential. The survey will take about 25 minutes to complete.

Before we begin, let me read the following to you:

NOTICE: According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to
a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB Control Number. The valid OMB Control
Number for this information collection is 0970-0151 (expires 7/2003). The time required to complete
this information collection is estimated to average 25 minutes per response, including time to review
instructions, search existing data resources, gather the data needed, and complete and review the
information collection.

Do you have any questions before we begin?
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A. SCREEN

Al. In this classroom last Fall, we interviewed {NAME}. Is that you?

A2. When did you become the teacher of this class?

/ /
DAY MONTH YEAR

A3. Can you tell me why the previous teacher is no longer teaching

............... 1 (GO TO B1)

this class?

A4. Before you became the teacher of this class, were you teaching in Head Start?

............... 2 (GO TOA7)

A5. Where were you teaching before you came to this classroom? Were you teaching . . .

(CIRCLE ONLY ONE)

IN the same ClasSrO0M,......ccooevvviveveeieeieee e,
In a different classroom at the same Head Start center,

At a different Head Start center operated by the same program,. 3

At a Head Start center operated by a different program, or.......... 4
SOMEWNETE ISE? ...eiiiiiiiii e 5
(SPECIFY)

A6. What was your position at the center or classroom you were in before coming to this classroom?

LEAD TEACHER ...t 1
ASSISTANT TEACHER/TEACHER AIDE......coovvivveeeeeesereeneens 2
PART-TIME SUBSTITUTE TEACHER.......c.oveieeeeeeeeeseeseeseeennean. 3
VOLUNTEER ...ttt ee e ee e seee e 4
COORDINATOR/SUPERVISOR (E.G. EDUCATIONAL
COORDINATOR ...ttt 5
CENTER DIRECTOR ..ot esseese e 6
OTHER POSITION ...ttt 7
(SPECIFY)

GO TOB1
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A7. Before you became the teacher of this class, were you working . . .

At an early childhood education or child care center..................... 01
At a family-based child care (family day care)..........cccccceeeeeeninnnns 02
In a kindergarten Classroom ..........ccccoovviiiiiieeeee e 03
In an elementary school classroom...........cccccceevviiiiiiieeee e, 04
In @ non-education SEttiNg .......cccvvvieeee i 05 (GO TOB1)
Not working full-time, OF ... 06 (GO TOBI1)
SOMEWHEIE EISE? e 07 (GO TOB1)
(SPECIFY)

A8. What was your position at the previous center or classroom?

LEAD TEACHER ...t eeeeeee e seeesse e es s 01
ASSISTANT TEACHER/TEACHER AIDE......coovvevveeeeeeeeereeseens 02
PART-TIME SUBSTITUTE TEACHER.........iveeeeeeeeeseeseeseeseeensenn. 03
VOLUNTEER ..ot eeeeeeeeeee e eseee s es e eesee e ees e 04
COORDINATOR/SUPERVISOR (E.G. EDUCATIONAL

COORDINATOR ...ttt ees e eeees e es s 05
CENTER DIRECTOR ..o eeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeees e ssessesseees s 06
OTHER POSITION ..ot es e eees e eeee e 07

(SPECIFY)
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B1.

B. CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

| USE RESPONSE CARD |

Work on learning the names of the
[EHEIS...o et

Practice writing the letters of the
alphabet.........cccoviiii,

Discuss new words ..........c.cecevunenene.

Dictate stories to a teacher, aide, or
(V0] (V]3] (<1<

Work on phonics ........cccceeeviiienens

Listen to you read stories where
they see the print (e.g., Big Books).

Listen to you read stories but they
don't see the print........cccccceeeeeiinnnnns

Retell stories.......coooveeveiviiiieiienene,

Learn about conventions of print
(left to right orientation, book
holding).....cceeveeaiiiiiie e,

Write OWN NAME ...ovveeieeeiieiiieeee e

Learn about rhyming words and
word families ........cccccccvvieeiiiiiinne

Learn about common prepositions,
such as over and under, up and

Now, I'd like to ask you some questions about activities in your classroom.

How often do children in this class do each of the following reading and language activities? Would
you say children (READ ITEM) never, about once a month or less, two or three times a month, once or
twice a week, three or four times a week, or every day?

Two or Three or

three Once or four

times twice a times  Every
a month week a week day

3 4 5 6
3 4
3 4
3 4
3 4
3 4 5 6
3 4
3 4
3 4
3 4 6
3 4 5 6
3 4 5 6
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B2. How often do children in this class do each of the following math activities?

| USE RESPONSE CARD |

Two or Three or
Once a three Once or four
month or  times twice a times  Every
Never less a month week a week Day

a. Countoutloud........ccooecuiiieeiieannnnns 1 2 3 4 5 6
b. Work with geometric
manipulatives .........ccccccceeeeviiivvnnnnn. 1 2 3 4 5 6

c.  Work with counting
manipulatives to learn basic
(o] o= =110 1S 1 2 3 4

d. Play math-related games................ 1 2 3 4

e. Use music to understand
math concepts......ccocecveeeeiiciinnennnnn. 1 2 3 4 5 6

f. Use creative movement or
creative drama to
understand math concepts.............. 1 2 3 4 5 6

g. Work with rulers, measuring
cups, spoons, or other
measuring instruments.................... 1 2 3 4 5 6

h. Engage in calendar-related
ACHVILIES....vvveee e 1 2 3 4 5 6

B3. On an average day, how many children are absent from this class? Would you say...

NONIE, e e 1
ONE OF TWO, eeiii et e et e e e et e e e e et eeeeaaeeaees 2
TRIEE OF fOUN, ceeviiiee e eeaaae 3
FIVE OF SIX, OF ..t e e e 4
SEVEN OF MOFE? ..t e e e et e e e e et eeeraa e aees 5

B4. About how many children are consistently absent from this class? Would you say...

[N\ [ 1

(@] a1 o] g0 1.0 TR 2

TRIEE OF FOUL, OF cevniiiii et e e e e e e 3

[N o] 1 110 (X 4
5
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BS.

B6.

B7.

At this point in the Head Start year, how would you rate the behavior of children in your class? Would

you say...

The group misbehaves very frequently and

is almost always difficult to handle, .............ccccciveeeeieniniinne, 1
The group misbehaves frequently and is often

difficult to handle, ... 2
The group misbehaves occasionally, ...........cccceeciiiieeeeeeeeeiicinnnn, 3
The group behaves Well, OF ..., 4
The group behaves exceptionally well?............cccccvveeeiecniiicinne, 5

Please tell me the extent to which you agree with each of the following statements on teaching. Tell

me whether you strongly disagree, disagree, neither agree nor disagree, agree, or strongly agree.

| USE RESPONSE CARD |

Neither
Strongly agree nor Strongly
disagree Disagree disagree Agree agree
a. | really enjoy my present teaching job.......... 1 2 3 4
b. 1am certain that | am making a difference
in the lives of the children | teach................. 1 2 3 4
c. Ifl could start over, | would choose
teaching again as my career. ..........ccccceeeenne 1 2 3 4

In some Head Start classrooms, special efforts are made to make the transition into kindergarten less
difficult for children. Which of the following activities are done in your classroom?

YES NO

a. | or someone at the Head Start program phone or send

home information about the kindergarten program to parents............. 1 2
b. Preschoolers spend some time in a kindergarten classroom.............. 1 2
c. Parents and children visit kindergarten prior to the start of the

STt Lo L] /== T SRS 1 2
d. Our program helps arrange for parents and children to visit

the kindergarten for orientation prior to the start of the school year .... 1 2
e. Other transition activities (PLEASE DESCRIBE) ... 1 2
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B8. Please indicate the extent to which you agree with each of the following statements on children’s
preparation for school. Tell me whether you strongly disagree, disagree, neither agree nor disagree,

agree, or strongly agree.

| USE RESPONSE CARD |

Neither
Strongly agree nor Strongly
disagree Disagree disagree Agree agree
a. Attending preschool for example,
nursery, prekindergarten, or Head
Start is very important for success
in kKindergarten. ........ccccccoeveciiieenee e, 1 2 3 4 5
b. Children who begin formal reading
and math instruction in preschool
will do better in elementary school............... 1 2 3 4 5
c. Parents should make their children
know the alphabet before they start
Kindergarten .........cccccceeeeeiiiiiiieeeee e, 1 2 3 4 5
d. Most children should learn to read
in kKindergarten ........ccccccoev v, 1 2 3 4 5
e. Parents need help in learning how
to teach their children how to read............... 1 2 3 4 5
f. Parents should set aside time every
day for their kindergarten children to
practice schoolwWorK...........cccoecveveiiiiiene e, 1 2 3 4 5
g. Homework should be given to
kindergarten children almost every day ....... 1 2 3 4 5
h. Parents should read to their children
and play counting games at home
regulary.......ccoooiii e 1 2 3 4 5
B9. Is a specific curriculum or combination of curricula used in your program?
YES, SPECIFIC CURRICULUM ............ 1
YES, COMBINATION .....covctiiieiiiiiieeen 2
NO e 3 (GO TOC1)
B10. If your principal curriculum has a name, what is that name?
(CIRCLE ONLY ONE)
HIgh REACKH ... 01
HIGh/SCOPE ... 02
MONEESSONT .ttteieee e e ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e s snreree e e eaee s 03
BaANK SErEEL ... .eeeiiiieiii e 04
Creative CUITICUIUM ......uviiii e 05
Creating Child Centered Classrooms — Step by Step .........ccccee... 06
Curiosity Corner — Johns HOPKINS ........ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 07
Scholastic CUTICUIUM .......coiiiiie e 08
L 11 =T SRR 09
(SPECIFY)
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B11l. Do you like your curriculum?

IF NEW TEACHER, GO TO C1. ELSE GO TO B12.

B12. Since our interview with you last Fall, have you received a degree, certificate, or license?

NO o 2 (GO TO BOX
AFTER B13)

B13. What type of degree, certificate, or license did you receive? (CIRCLE ONLY ONE)

CHILD DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATE (CDA) DEGREE PROGRAM 01

TEACHING CERTIFICATE ...eoovoeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeee s 02

SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHING DEGREE ........co.oovveeveereene.. 03

BACHELOR'S DEGREE .....ovveveeeeeeeeeeeeeeoeseeeseeeeeeeseeeeeeree 04

GRADUATE DEGREE (MASTER'’S, PH.D., OR ED.D)................ 05

OTHER .ottt 06
(SPECIFY)

END INTERVIEW

Head Start Family and Child Experiences Survey (FACES 2000) Spring 2001 Head Start TEACHER INTERVIEW



FOR NEW TEACHERS ONLY

C. TEACHER BELIEFS

C1. I’'m going to read some statements that some teachers have made about how children in Head Start
should be taught and managed. Please tell me whether each statement agrees or disagrees with your
personal beliefs about good teaching practice in Head Start. Tell me whether you strongly disagree,
disagree, neither agree nor disagree, agree, or strongly agree.

| USE RESPONSE CARD |

Neither
Strongly agree nor Strongly
disagree Disagree disagree Agree agree
a. Head Start classroom activities should be
responsive to individual differences in
development. ... 1 2 3 4 5
b. Each curriculum area should be taught as a
separate subject at separate times.............. 1 2 3 4 5

c. Children should be allowed to select many
of their own activities from a variety of
learning areas that the teacher has
prepared (writing, science center, etc.)........ 1 2 3 4 5

d. Children should be allowed to cut their own
shapes, perform their own steps in an
experiment, and plan their own creative

drama, art, and writing activities................... 1 2 3 4 5
e. Students should work silently and alone on

SEAWOIK ....coeiiiiiiiiii 1 2 3 4 5
f.  Children in Head Start classrooms should

learn through active explorations................. 1 2 3 4 5

g. Head Start teachers should use treats,
stickers, or stars to encourage appropriate
behaVIOr.....cooveeiiee 1 2 3 4 5

h. Head Start teachers should use
punishments or reprimands to encourage

appropriate behavior ..........ccccoceeeeiriieeenne, 1 2 3 4 5
i.  Children should be involved in establishing
rules for the classroom...........cccccevviieeeennnee 1 2 3 4 5

j-  Children should be instructed in
recognizing the single letters of the
alphabet, isolated from words ...................... 1 2 3 4 5

k. Children should learn to color within
predefined lINeS...........coveviiiiiiii e, 1 2 3 4 5

[.  Children in Head Start classrooms should
learn to form letters correctly on a printed

PAGE oottt 1 2 3 4 5
m. Children should dictate stories to the

tEACNEN ..o 1 2 3 4 5
n. Children should know their letter sounds

before they learnto read.........cccccovcvieeennnne 1 2 3 4 5
0. Children should form letters correctly

before they are allowed to create a story 1 2 3 4 5
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| FOR NEW TEACHERS ONLY |

D. BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Finally, I have some more questions about you.

D1.

D2.

D3.

DA4.

D5.

D6.

In total, how many years have you been teaching including all grades and preschool?

NUMBER OF YEARS:

How many of those years have you been teaching Head Start as either lead or assistant teacher?

NUMBER OF YEARS:

Do you have any children living in your household who attend Head Start now?

What is the highest grade or year of school that you completed?
(CIRCLE ONE RESPONSE.)

UP TO 8TH GRADE ...t 01
OTH TO L1TH GRADE ...t 02
12TH GRADE BUT NO DIPLOMA ..o, 03
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA/EQUIVALENT .....covvveiveeeereeeneeeeeenne. 04 \ (GoTOD1Y)
VOC/TECH PROGRAM AFTER HIGH SCHOOL

BUT NO VOC/TECH DIPLOMA ..o 05
VOC/TECH DIPLOMA AFTER HIGH SCHOOL.........cooovvvrrrennn 06
SOME COLLEGE BUT NO DEGREE .......covoooveeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeren. 07 /
ASSOCIATE'S DEGREE...........oveiveeeeeeeeereseeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeseseeeeseens 08 )
BACHELOR'S DEGREE .....ooveoveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeee 09
GRADUATE OR PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL BUT NO DEGREE 10
MASTER'’S DEGREE (MA, MS) ......ocoviieereeerereeeseeeeeeseeeseeeese. 11 [ (GO TO D6)
DOCTORATE DEGREE (PHD, EDD) ....coo.euveeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeseen. 12
PROFESSIONAL DEGREE AFTER BACHELOR'S DEGREE

(MEDICINE/MD; DENTISTRY/DDS; LAW/JD/LLB; ETC.)......... 13 /

In what field did you obtain your highest degree?

CHILD DEVELOPMENT OR DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY . 1

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION .......cccctiiiiiiieeiiirireiecee e 2

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION ...t 3

OTHER FIELD (SPECIFY) __ s 4
10
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D7.

D8.

Do9.

D10.

D11.

D12.

D13.

D14.

Did your field include 6 or more college courses in early childhood education or child development?

=T 1 (GO TO D9)

Have you completed 6 or more college courses in early childhood education or child development
since you finished your degree?

What is the name of the college or university where you completed your highest degree?

NAME OF COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY:

In what city and state is the (college/university) located?

CITY: STATE:

Do you have a Child Development Associate (CDA) credential?
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D15. Are you currently enrolled in any additional teacher-related training or education, including post-
secondary school degrees, graduate degrees, etc.? (CIRCLE ONLY ONE.)

NOT CURRENTLY ENROLLED........oveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesseseesesseesseos 1
CHILD DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATE (CDA)

DEGREE PROGRAM .......cvvoeeeteeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeseeesessesseesesene 2
TEACHING CERTIFICATE w..voeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesesseeseeeseeenes 3
SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHING DEGREE .......ovvvveevereenreen. 4
BACHELOR’S DEGREE ......oovoiveeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeseeeeeessessese s 5
GRADUATE DEGREE (MASTER'S, PH.D., OR ED.D.)............... 6
OTHER oottt s et s e es e eese e 7

(SPECIFY)

D16. Are you currently a member of a professional association for early childhood education,
such as NAEYC, NHSA, NEA?

D17. What is your total annual salary (before taxes) as a teacher for the current school year?

$ , PER YEAR

D18. How many months of the year does this salary cover?

NUMBER OF MONTHS:

D19. How many hours per week does this salary cover not including overtime?

HOURS PER WEEK:

D20. What is your gender?

D21. In what year were you born? 19

D22. Are you of Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino origin?

L0 J TS 2 (GO TO D24)
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D23. Which one of these best describes you...

Mexican, Mexican American, Chicano, ..........ccccceeevviiieeesncieee e 1
PUEIIO RICAN, ..ttt e e 2
L0 ] o =10 T o | SO PRI 3
Another Spanish/Hispanic/Latind group? .......ccceeeeveecivieeeeeeeeesennns 4

(SPECIFY)

D24. Whatis your race? You may name more than one if you like.
(CIRCLE ALL THAT ARE MENTIONED.)

A WHITE oottt 01
b. BLACK, AFRICAN AMERICAN, OR NEGRO ............cccuvueee. 02
c. AMERICAN INDIAN OR ALASKA NATIVE

(SsPeCifY) 03
d. ASIAN INDIAN ....ootiiiie it ee e 04
€. CHINESE .....ciii ettt 05
£ FILIPINO ..ottt 06
0. JAPANESE .....oooiii ittt 07
N, KOREAN ...ttt ettt te e see et e snee e nnae e 08
. VIETNAMESE......oo oottt see e 09
j- ASIAN (NOT FURTHER SPECIFIED).......ccccocveiiieiiiee i 10
K. NATIVE HAWAHAN .....ootiiiteiie e 11
. GUAMANIAN OR CHAMORRO .......ccocveviieiiie e 12
M. SAMOAN ...ttt e s ntae e nnaeean 13
N. OTHER PACIFIC ISLANDER .......ccccoiiieiiie e see e 14

(SPECIFY)
0. ANOTHER RACE ......ooiiii ittt stea e 15
(SPECIFY)

END INTERVIEW
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