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Critical Policy Questions Facing States 

 How prepared is the early care and education workforce to 
provide effective education and care for all children? 

 What policies and investments lead to a skilled and stable 
early care and education workforce? 

 Is the quality of programs improving? 

 What are the characteristics of effective programs? 

 Are children, birth to age 5, on track to succeed when they 
enter school and beyond? 

 Which children have access to high-quality early care and 
education programs? 



What are "Early Childhood" Data? 

 The ECDC recognizes that multiple domains are 
important to early childhood  

 This framework focuses on the early care and 
education (ECE) domain— 

 Subsidized Child Care 

 Licensed Child Care 

 Early Intervention (IDEA Part C) 

 Early Childhood Special Education (IDEA Part B Section 
619) 

 State Pre-kindergarten 

 State-funded Head Start or Early Head Start 



10 FUNDAMENTALS  
of Coordinated State ECE Data Systems 



10 FUNDAMENTALS  
of Coordinated State ECE Data Systems 

9. State governance body to manage data collection and use 

10. Transparent privacy protection and security practices and policies 

 

 

 

5. Unique program site identifier with the ability to link with children 
and the ECE workforce 

6. Program site structural and quality information 

 

 

 

1. Unique statewide child identifier  

2. Child-level demographic and program participation information 

3. Child-level data on child development 

4. Ability to link child-level data with K-12 and other key programs 

 

 

 

7. Unique ECE workforce identifier with ability to link with program 
sites and children 

8. Individual-level data on ECE workforce demographic, education 
and professional development information 

 

 

 



1. Every State Collects ECE Data  
in at Least Some ECE Programs 

46 

N/A 

47 47 

37 

12 

43 42 
40 

43 
40 

16 

27 

39 39 
36 36 

12 

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50
Child-
Level Data

Program
Site-Level
Data

ECE
Workforce
-Level
Data

Many States Collect  Child-, Program Site-, and ECE Workforce-Level Data by ECE Program 

Subsidized 

Child Care 

Licensed 

Child Care 

Early 

Intervention 

EC Special 

Education 

State  

Pre-K* 

State-Funded 

HS/EHS* 

# 
o

f 
St

at
e

s 

*Not every state administers state pre-k or state-funded Head Start/Early Head Start programs. 

 



2. Data Are Uncoordinated  
Across ECE Programs 

No State Links Child-, Program Site-, and ECE Workforce-Level Data Across ECE Programs 
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3. Data Gaps Remain, including  
Child-Level Development Data 
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*Not every state administers state pre-k or state-funded Head Start/Early Head Start programs. 

 



4. Governance Matters  
When Linking to Other Systems 
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*Not every state administers state pre-k or state-funded Head Start/Early Head Start programs. 

 



Recap: Inaugural State ECE Analysis 

1. Every state collects ECE data on individual children, program 
sites and/or members of the ECE workforce. 

2. Data are uncoordinated as almost every state cannot link 
child-, program site-, and ECE workforce-level data across all 
ECE programs. 

3. Data gaps remain for ECE workforce-level data and child-
level development data. 

4. Governance matters because data linkages are most likely to 
occur between data systems located within the same state 
agency. 

States cannot answer basic questions  

about the state’s ECE systems. 

 



The Time to Act is Now 

 Articulate the critical policy questions that will drive 
the development and use of coordinated state ECE 
data systems. 

 Evaluate current and future data collection and 
linkage needs based on the state’s critical policy 
questions. 

 Strategically govern data collection and use, 
including ensuring the privacy, security and 
confidentiality of ECE data. 



Website 

 

 

www.ecedata.org 
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Contact the ECDC: 

The Center for the Study of Child Care Employment at UC Berkeley 
 Marcy Whitebook, mwhbk@berkeley.edu; Fran Kipnis, frankipnis@berkeley.edu  

Child Trends 
         Sarah Daily, sdaily@childtrends.org   

Council of Chief State School Officers 
 Tom Schultz, thomass@ccsso.org   

Data Quality Campaign 
 Elizabeth Laird, Elizabeth@DataQualityCampaign.org; 

National Conference of State Legislatures 
 Phuonglan Nguyen, phuonglan.nguyen@ncsl.org 

National Governors Association Center for Best Practices  
 Albert Wat, awat@nga.org; Amanda  Szekely, ASzekely@NGA.ORG  

Birth to Five Policy Alliance 
 Helene Stebbins, helene.stebbins@birthtofivepolicy.org 
 

Visit www.ECEdata.org for more information. 
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