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The first is really the front and center goal today which is the need to establish clear 
links between professional development that is offered, the quality measures that 
are observed and/or reported on and the links between them to children’s 
outcomes.  Bob Pianta raised this issue early in the meeting and it was revisited by 
every working group and in the integrative policy session

Within the working groups, there was also acknowledgement that the increasing 
demands on practitioners/teachers/caregivers in early childhood education are not 
consistent with the education level of the workforce.  There are unique challenges 
when attempting to foster improved language or improved math skills if the teacher 
is not familiar with the developmental science behind the practices.
Also need to recognize that teachers/caregivers work across diverse settings often 
with mixed age groups.

Finally, as mentioned earlier, is the recognition that measurement systems and 
strategies need to address the cultural and linguistic diversity of children, families 
and practitioners 
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Attendees are state representatives, their evaluators, and other researchers
Goal: Provide a forum for identifying research questions, strategies and 
potential for developing cross-state collaborations
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