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Race to the Top—Early Learning Challenge

5 Foundational Areas
Successful State Systems
High-Quality Accountable Programs

Promoting Early Learning and Development Outcomes for
Children

A Great Early Childhood Education Workforce
Measuring Outcomes and Progress



Comprehensive Early Childhood Systems

Health

Early Learning & Development

Family Leadership & Support

(Build Initiative; Early Childhood Systems Working Group)
Early Childhood Education and Care Systems

CCDF

Head Start/Early Head Start
State Pre-Kindergarten
IDEA—Parts B & C

Title 1—ESEA
(Race to the Top—Early Learning Challenge)



Approaches to Evaluation of
Systems Collaborations

O

Framework for Evaluating Systems Initiatives
(Julia Coffman for the Build Initiative, 2007)

CONTEXT COMPOMENTS CONNECTIONS INFRASTRUCTURE SCALE

Successfully buildng a Establish etfective Craate better Create supports that he system can produce

political context keads ned linkages babween enable continuous broad impacts tor
compenents and improvement so that system beneficianes




Systems Evaluations--Questions

Questions

1. Has the initiative
changed the
poditical
Ermirorument
through its
activities?

2. Has tha initiative
produced changes
fo investmeant,
policy, or practice
that will enable
changes in
COMponents,
connections,
infrastructure,
or scale?

1. Did the indtiative
design and
implemeant systern
components as
intended?

2. Did the components
produce their
intended impacts
for beneficiaries?

O

1. Oud the initiative 1. Did the initiative 1. Did the initiative

design and estalblish enable system scale
implernerit irifrastructure or up with qualty and
connections supports that are Tidelity?
and linkages as consstent with its 2. Did scale up result
RE B st Im broad impacts
2. DOud the connections 2. Did the tar benefidaries

and linkages irifrastructure or at a system-wide
produce their supports achieve population level?
intended impacts? their objectives

far effectiveness,

sustainability, and

Quality?

Coffman, A Framework for Evaluating Systems Initiatives, 2007




Systems Evaluations--Methodologies

O

M

* Theory of change
evolution

* Case studies

* Public polling

* Policy tracking

+ Eey informant
SLITVEYS

* Coaliticn analyss

* Poliogbelhwether
intendews

Methodologies

= fdedia tracking

+ Program evaluation
methodolcgies
(including
expenmentaliquasi-
expenmeantal)

* Program monitonng
& Quality assessments
= Efficiency analyses

& CUSTOIMET SUMeEys

* Program evaluation
methodclogies
(including
experimental’quas-
experimental)

+ Systern mappdang

* Natwork anakysis

& Customer sunveys

* Theory of change -
evaluation

= Casa shudies

= Performance audits

+ fdanagerant
information systems

= Practitioner data
collaction

Population-based
dermagraphic and
carica analysis
Program evaluation
miethodologes
{including
expenmentaliquasi-
expenmeantal)
Systerniprogram
monitorng
Results-based
accountability

Coffman, A Framework for Evaluating Systems Initiatives, 2007




Annual Meetings--Selected Sessions
2008-Aligning and Evaluating Services and Systems (Plenary)

2010-EC Collaborations: Definitions, Measurement,
Next Steps (Plenary)

Working Meeting
Collaboration in Early Care and Education, 2010
Logic Model for State-Level Collaborations
Work Group
INQUIRE
Research Connections Key Topic Resource List
Early Care and Education Collaboration

(All available at www.researchconnections.org)



