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OverviewOverview

Describe challenges in the study of child Describe challenges in the study of child 
care decision makingcare decision making
Share the Consortium Parental Child Care Share the Consortium Parental Child Care 
DecisionDecision--Making ModelMaking Model



ChallengesChallenges
The term The term ““decisiondecision”” may infer a linear process may infer a linear process 
rather than the complex and dynamic processes rather than the complex and dynamic processes 
involved in child care decisioninvolved in child care decision--makingmaking
Parent may not be aware of how  their values, Parent may not be aware of how  their values, 
beliefs, and preferences affect perceptions of child beliefs, and preferences affect perceptions of child 
care optionscare options
Decision is made within a set of social networks Decision is made within a set of social networks 
and cultural expectationsand cultural expectations
Accurate measurement of usage is easier than Accurate measurement of usage is easier than 
measurement of preferencesmeasurement of preferences



Parental Child Care Decision-Making

Values
Beliefs

Definitions

Quantity and quality of supply
Social networks

Consumer education

Preferences: dynamic set of parent opinions 

Opportunities
Constraints

Barriers

Use: child care (type(s), number, hours, costs) 
financial assistance

Model created by Child Care Policy Research Consortium, April 2003



Context: Conditions that exist when Context: Conditions that exist when 
parent makes a decisionparent makes a decision

Values and beliefs
Definitions—language that shapes how parent thinks of 
child care
Child care supply in their community

Types—paid and unpaid
Quantity
Quality
Prices and location

What parent knows about child care
Expectations within social network
Sources of knowledge
Access to consumer education



Preferences: Dynamic set of parent Preferences: Dynamic set of parent 
opinionsopinions

Child care is one component of complex Child care is one component of complex 
set of family management decisionsset of family management decisions

May be simultaneous with employmentMay be simultaneous with employment
Need to Need to ““make it workmake it work”” for all children and for all children and 
themselvesthemselves

Values and beliefs mix with what parent Values and beliefs mix with what parent 
knows about child care optionsknows about child care options



Opportunities, constraints, and Opportunities, constraints, and 
barriersbarriers

Financial assistance for child careFinancial assistance for child care
AwarenessAwareness
Timing Timing 
Ease in accessing and retainingEase in accessing and retaining

Information about child care options in communityInformation about child care options in community
Needs of multiple childrenNeeds of multiple children
Employment demandsEmployment demands

ScheduleSchedule
LocationLocation

Need for flexibility from home, work, or child careNeed for flexibility from home, work, or child care
Health needs of child and/or parentHealth needs of child and/or parent
TransportationTransportation
Competing demands on financial and other resourcesCompeting demands on financial and other resources
Complicated timing of child care, employment,  and subsidy decisComplicated timing of child care, employment,  and subsidy decisionsions



Effective child care optionsEffective child care options

Fit cultural norms of what it means to be a Fit cultural norms of what it means to be a 
good provider and a good parentgood provider and a good parent
Fit budget constraintsFit budget constraints
Accommodate employment demandsAccommodate employment demands
Are manageable in terms of schedules and Are manageable in terms of schedules and 
transportationtransportation
Work for the whole familyWork for the whole family



Use of child care and subsidyUse of child care and subsidy

Type and number of child care Type and number of child care 
arrangementsarrangements
HoursHours
CostsCosts
Use of financial assistanceUse of financial assistance

SubsidySubsidy
Public programPublic program
Tax benefitsTax benefits



Parental Child Care Decision-Making

Values
Beliefs

Definitions

Quantity and quality of supply
Social networks

Consumer education

Preferences: dynamic set of parent opinions 

Opportunities
Constraints

Barriers

Use: child care (type(s), number, hours, costs) 
financial assistance

Model created by Child Care Policy Research Consortium, April 2003



ReferencesReferences
Burnstein,NBurnstein,N., ., LayzerLayzer, J. I., & Cahill, K. (2001). , J. I., & Cahill, K. (2001). National study of child care for lowNational study of child care for low--income families: Patterns of child income families: Patterns of child 

care use among lowcare use among low--income familiesincome families.  Washington, DC: .  Washington, DC: AbtAbt Associates, Inc.Associates, Inc.
Collins, A., Collins, A., KreaderKreader, L., & , L., & LayzerLayzer, J. (2004). , J. (2004). National study of child care for lowNational study of child care for low--income families: The supply of income families: The supply of 

regulated child care in 25 study communities.regulated child care in 25 study communities. Washington, DC: Washington, DC: AbtAbt Associates, Inc.Associates, Inc.
Emlen, A.C., Emlen, A.C., KorenKoren, P., & , P., & SchultzeSchultze, K. (2000). , K. (2000). A packet of scales for measuring quality of child care from a paA packet of scales for measuring quality of child care from a parentrent’’s s 

point of view: With summary of methods and findingspoint of view: With summary of methods and findings. . Retrieved July 12, 2007 from 
http://www.hhs.oregonstate.edu/familypolicy/occrp/publications.html#parentsperspective

Hofferth, S.L., Shauman, K. A., & Henke, R.R. (1998). Characteristics of children’s early care and education programs: 
Data from the 1995 National Household Education Survey. (NCES 98-128). Washington DC: U.S. Department of 
Education, Office of Educational Research and Improvement.

HofferthHofferth, S.L. & , S.L. & WissokerWissoker, D. A. (2001). Price, quality, and income in child care choice., D. A. (2001). Price, quality, and income in child care choice. The Journal of Human The Journal of Human 
Resources, Resources, 27, (1), 7027, (1), 70--111.111.

Huston, A. C., Chang, Y. E., & Gennentian, L. (2002). Family and individual predictors of child care use by low-income 
families in different policy contexts. Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 17, 441-469.

Meyers, M.K., and Jordan, L. P. (2006). Choice and accommodation in parental child care decisions.  Journal of the 
Community Development Society, 37, (2), 53-70.

Shlay, A.B., Tran, M., Shlay, A.B., Tran, M., WeinraubWeinraub, & Harmon, M. (2005). Teasing apart the child care conundrum: A, & Harmon, M. (2005). Teasing apart the child care conundrum: A factorial survey factorial survey 
analysis of perceptions of child care quality, fair market priceanalysis of perceptions of child care quality, fair market price and willingness to pay by lowand willingness to pay by low--income, African income, African 
American parents. American parents. Early Childhood Research Quarterly, Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 20, 39320, 393--416.416.

WeinraubWeinraub, M, Shlay, A.B., Harmon, M., & Tran, H. (2005). Subsidizing chi, M, Shlay, A.B., Harmon, M., & Tran, H. (2005). Subsidizing child care: How child care subsidies affect the ld care: How child care subsidies affect the 
child care used by lowchild care used by low--income African American families. income African American families. Early Childhood Research Quarterly, Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 20, 37320, 373--392.392.

Zaslow, M., Halle, T., Guzman, L., Zaslow, M., Halle, T., Guzman, L., LavelleLavelle, B., , B., DombrowskiDombrowski, K., & Berry, D., (2006). Review and synthesis of selected , K., & Berry, D., (2006). Review and synthesis of selected 
research reports submitted to the Child Care Bureau, U.S. Departresearch reports submitted to the Child Care Bureau, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Retrieved ment of Health and Human Services. Retrieved 
on July 12, 2007 from http://on July 12, 2007 from http://www.childcareresearch.org/SendPdf?resourceIdwww.childcareresearch.org/SendPdf?resourceId=8720.=8720.

http://www.hhs.oregonstate.edu/familypolicy/occrp/publications.html#parentsperspective

	Child Care Decisions: What We Know about How Parents Make Child Care Decisions
	Overview
	Challenges
	Context: Conditions that exist when parent makes a decision
	Preferences: Dynamic set of parent opinions
	Opportunities, constraints, and barriers
	Effective child care options
	Use of child care and subsidy
	References

