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Ovenview

Pescrine challenges in the study ef child
care: decision making

Share! the Consertium Parentall Child Care
Decision-Vaking Medel



Challenges

he term “decision™ may. Infer a linear pPrecess
rather than the complex: anal dynamic PreCEeSSes
IRvelved in child care: decisien-making

Parent may’ not e aware o hew: thelf Values,
peliefs, and preferences: alfect perceptions; e child
care optiens

[DEcIsIon! IS made: Within a set off secial networks
and culturallexpectations

Accurate meastrement off Usage IS easier than
measurement ofi preferences



Parental Child Care Decision-Making

Val_ues Quantity and quality of supply
Bfell_e_fs Social networks
Definitions Consumer education

Preferences: dynamic set of parent opinions

Opportunities
Constraints
Barriers

Use: child care (type(s), number, hours, costs)
financial assistance

Model created by Child Care Policy Research Consortium, April 2003



Context: Conditions that exist When
parent makes a decision

Values and beliefs

Definitions—Ilanguage that shapes how parent thinks of
child care

Child care supply in their community
= Types—paid and unpaid
= Quantity
= Quality
= Prices and location
What parent knows about child care
= EXxpectations within social network
= Sources of knowledge
= Access to consumer education



Preferences: Dynamic Set of parent
epINIGAS

Child care Is' 0ne cComponent ofi complex

Set off family, management Aecisions

x Viay e simultaneous Withremployment

s Need to “make It work™ for all children and
themselves

Values' anad beliefis mix wWith What parent
KIOWS alout childrcare optiens



Oppoertunities, constraints;, anad
barriers

Einancial assistance: for childl care
= Awareness
= Timing
a Ease in accessingl and retaining
Infermation abeut child care options) I community.
INeeds oft multiple children
Employment demands
= Schedule
s [ocatien

Need for flexibility from home, work, or child care

[Health needs oii child and/er parent

Iranspertation

Competing demands on' financialland ethelr rEeSoUrces

Complicated timing of child care, employment, and subsidy decisions



Effective child care options

=t cultural norms o What It means to) be a
g00d! provider andl a geod parent

Eit: hudget constrainis
Accommoedate empleyment demanads

Are manageanie in terms ofi schedules and
iranspertanon

Work fer the whele family,



Use ofi chilld care and subsidy

WVpe and numieer of child care
arrangements

IHOUIS
Costs

Use of financiall assistance
O Subsidy

x PUblic pregram

m [ax benefits
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