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Average Scores for 9-, 13, & 17-year-olds on National 
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)in Reading

2004

Good 

News!!



NAEP Reading, 9 Year-Olds:
Record Performance for All Groups
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Of Every 100 Latino Kindergartners:

62 Graduate from 
high school 

31 Complete at least 
some college 

10 Obtain at least a 
Bachelor’s Degree 

 

 
(25-to 29-Year-Olds)

Source: US Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. March Current Population Surveys, 1971-2003,  in 
The Condition of Education 2005. http://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/2005/section3/indicator23.asp#info



Ramey & Ramey, 2000

A Commitment to Improving K-2
Begins in the First 5 Years of life



Early Learning and No 
Child Left Behind

• Early childhood years are critical in developing the skills 
needed for later school success

• Focus on school readiness important  to meeting high 
expectations in NCLB

• Gap already exists in key readiness skills at kindergarten 
entry.



Importance of Prevention
• 68% of low-income 4th graders cannot read at the 

proficient level. (NAEP, 2000)

• 90% chance that a poor reader at the end of 1st grade 
will be a poor reader at the end of 4th grade. (Juel, 1988)

• 15% chance of being assigned a high quality teacher K-
12. (National Council on Teacher Quality)

• A majority of reading problems can be prevented in 
preschool and the early grades. (NRC, 1998)



Good Start, Grow Smart
(GSGS) Initiative

* President’s early childhood 
initiative introduced April 2002

* Companion to No Child Left 
Behind

* Improve early childhood 
programs to better prepare 
children to succeed in school “The ages between birth and age 

5 are the foundation upon which 
successful lives are built.”

—Laura Bush 

http://colorincolorado.org/downloadables/cc_tips_arabic.pdf


Good Start, Grow Smart 
Principles

• Inclusion-Include all populations of children and the various 
early care and education settings in advocacy efforts.

• Implementation-Ensure that early childhood research 
findings are easy to find, understand, and implement.

• Systemic approach -Align efforts among the parts of the 
early care and education system to produce sustainable 
changes and maximize limited resources.

• Child focused- Focus decisions on the child’s well being as 
the most important objective.



Good Start, Grow Smart
Interagency Workgroups

• Develop common early childhood 
message across federal agencies & 
programs

• Collaborative federal effort to coordinate 
programs supporting children’s early 
learning

• Identify strategies for collaborating to 
support high quality, coordinated state & 
local early care and education systems



Future of Good Start, Grow 
Smart

• Federal Interagency Structure for Collaboration and 
Coordination

• Web Portal

• Federal Interagency Work Group focusing on English 
Language Learners

• Federal Interagency Task Force focusing on Native 
American children 



Statistics for ELLs
• Forty-five percent of U.S. children younger than 5 are 

minorities. 

• In 2006, almost 70 percent of Head Start and Early Head 
Start children came from families who speak a language 
other than English, and only 16 percent of Head Start 
programs serve only English speaking children 

• United States will have "a multicultural population that will 
probably be more tolerant, accommodating to other races 
and more able to succeed in a global economy.“



Early Childhood Education 
English Language Learners (ELL) 
Federal Interagency Workgroup

Mission

Federal agencies, including a focus on children ages birth to 
5, will collaborate and coordinate to provide high quality 
research-based information to enhance early care and 

education to prepare English Language Learners (ELL) to 
enter school ready to succeed when transitioning to the K-12 

system.



Goal 1

Analyze current status of federal programs serving ELL 
children, (ages birth to 5), educators and families, to assist in 
providing coordinated high quality program services across 
federal agencies.

Early Childhood Education 
English Language Learners (ELL) 
Federal Interagency Workgroup



Goal 2 

Early Childhood Education 
English Language Learners (ELL) 
Federal Interagency Workgroup

Analyze the current status of federal efforts in research 
on ELL children, ages birth to 5, to inform coordinated 
interagency research agendas.



Goal 3

Early Childhood Education 
English Language Learners (ELL) 
Federal Interagency Workgroup

Engage in partnerships to support children, families, programs and 
communities of ELL children, ages birth to 5.

A. Early childhood education-ELL outreach opportunities for educators and parents.

B. Institutes of higher education and/or other ECE certification-training entities 
dialogue on how to effectively prepare practitioners to meet the needs of young 
LEP/ELL children. 

C. Emerging cohort of scientists who are trained and qualified to contribute to the 
field of education science, in the area of early childhood ELLs, by conducting 
rigorous evaluations, developing new products and approaches grounded in science, 
and designing valid tests and measures.

D. Increased access to high-quality culturally and linguistically relevant books and 
literacy-related materials for ELL children, their families and educators.



Research



National Institute for Literacy
National Early Literacy Panel

(NELP)

– Composed of 9 nationally recognized researchers
– Extend the work of the National Reading Panel
– NELP findings will be published in a report and will 

serve as basis for publications:
• Parents and caregivers
• Early childhood educators
• Professional development specialists
• Policymakers
• Others



Federally Funded 
Resources



www.readingrockets.org



www.colorincolorado.org



www.ncela.gwu.edu



Publications can be ordered on website     www.edpubs.org
1-877-4-ED PUBS



Publications can be downloaded at
www.ed.gov 26



www.ed.gov

US Department of Education Website



www.ed.gov





Thank you for participating

Contact information:

Norma Garza, senior advisor for early childhood education

US Department of Education

norma.garza@ed.gov
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