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The story of our developing our dataset

o2007 – Rural Education Advisory 
Council

o Examining relationships between 
schools and communities

o Started small and added data 
sources, as needed



Data Sources

Our 
dataset

OCFS
~18,000 providers’ capacity

NYSED
UPK enrollment

Head Start
HS/EHS enrollment

Case Studies
Interview data, 5 districts

ACS



Archiving Data
o CHALLENGE: Administrative datasets are continually updated.

o WORK AROUND: Request data extract at the same time every year. 

o SOLUTION: Communication of research needs to data set creators. 



Gaining Access to Data
o CHALLENGE: No point person from whom to request data.

o WORK AROUND: Persistence.

o SOLUTION: Engage data holders in process (e.g. feedback loops, 
mutual interest in findings).



Data Confidentiality
o CHALLENGE: Restricted access due to confidentiality.

o WORK AROUND: None.

o SOLUTION: NSECE techniques.



Data Quality



Data Quality

Program 
Type

School 
District Name

Infant 
Capacity

Toddler 
Capacity

Preschool 
Capacity

School 
Age 
Capacity

Total 
Capacity

DCC Albany 8 22 28 0 58

FDC Albany 0 0 0 2 8



Data Quality
oCHALLENGE: Variable names change over time 
and no codebook, missing data, incomplete data. 

o WORK AROUND: Detective work (e.g. access 
data reporting forms).

o SOLUTION: Communicate research needs to 
data set managers.



How to facilitate connections between 
researchers and policy makers?

 Research/Policy briefs
 Research/Policy meetings
 Face-to-face visits
 State-level data collaborative
 Other?

ResearchPolicy



Contact information

oLisa McCabe: lam4@cornell.edu
oJohn Sipple: jws28@cornell.edu
oHope Casto: hcasto@skidmore.edu
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