
Summary
The members of FIGHT CRIME: INVEST IN KIDS

believe in tough law enforcement.  Dangerous crimi-
nals need to be behind bars.  Law enforcement
leaders also know from experience that intervening
early in a child’s life is the best way to prevent crime.
Research shows that quality educational child care
for preschool-age children and after-school programs
for older kids lead to lower rates of  crime, drug use
and welfare dependence, and to higher rates of high
school graduation as the children grow up.1  Tragi-
cally, inadequate funding denies thousands of eli-
gible children in Maine access to these programs.

Quality Programs Cut Crime
Research proves that quality child care, especially

for at-risk children, cuts later crime.  For example:
• Three- and four-year olds from low-income neigh-
borhoods were 70 percent more likely to have been
arrested for a violent crime by age 18 than similar
children who attended the federally-funded Chicago
Child-Parent Centers.  This program will have pre-
vented an estimated 33,000 crimes by the time the
100,000 children already served
reach the age of 18.2

• Three- and four-year olds ran-
domly assigned to a control group
were five times more likely to have
become chronic lawbreakers as
adults than those assigned to
attend Michigan’s High/Scope
Perry Preschool program.3

• Five housing projects without
Boys & Girls clubs serving children
and adolescents during after-school
hours, were compared to five in
which new clubs were established.
At the beginning, drug activity and
vandalism were the same.  By the
time the study ended, the projects
without the programs had 50
percent more vandalism and scored
37 percent worse on drug activity.4

A Report from

Law Enforcem
ent

Children Denied Assistance
Although quality child care is shown to cut

crime, many parents cannot afford quality programs.
The median annual cost of child care in Maine is
$7,020 for an infant and $6,032 for a preschooler5—
more than the average cost of public university
tuition.6  The median annual cost of school-age care
at a center in Maine is $3,364.7  This means services
for two children can equal the approximate annual
salary of a full-time, minimum-wage earner.8

The Child Care and Development Block Grant
(CCDBG) is the principal source of federal funds for
child care assistance to low-income families.  Due to
inadequate funding, however, only one in seven
eligible children in Maine receives the federal subsi-
dies.9  Federal CCDBG funds to Maine totaled $16.9
million in 2002, and the state provided $3 million in
matching funds.10  Significant increases in funding
are needed if more eligible children are to be served.

Child Care Investments Save Money
Not only does quality child care cut crime, but

studies show denying these ser-
vices to children results in higher
costs to taxpayers.  The High/Scope
Perry Preschool program and the
Chicago Child-Parent Centers cut
crime, welfare and other costs so
much that they saved more than $7
for every $1 invested.11

Law Enforcement is United
Law enforcement leaders12 and

researchers agree: more of our
nation’s children, especially those
most at-risk, must be given access
to quality child care programs if
later crime is to be prevented.
Increases in CCDBG subsidies are
needed to help kids avoid crime
and prevent thousands of Mainers
from becoming victims of violence.
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