
Behavior Assessment System for Children, Teacher Rating Scales (BASC-
TRS)  

Parent 
Social Support Questionnaire (SSQ) 
Brief Symptom Inventory (BSI) 
Adult Adolescent Parenting Inventory-2 (AAPI-2) 
Schedule of Recent Events 
Parent Demographics Questionnaire 
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Project Abstract: 
This study proposes to develop a Preschool Curriculum Q-sort to be used in 
assessing the degree to which engagement in particular classroom activities 
by teachers promotes language and literacy development in Head Start 
children. Specific objectives of the study include: (a) developing a Q-sort 
measure to assess preschool curriculum practices that is practical to use and 
comprehensive in measuring literacy and language activities; (b) instructing 
teachers in the use of the Q-sort and having them complete it at specific 
points during the school year; (c) validating the measure using independent 
observers; and (d) assessing the degree to which teachers' responses to Q-
sort items relate to student growth in school readiness skills, particularly 
emergent literacy. The first year of the project will consist of two phases. In 
the fall, a pilot group of Head Start and private preschool teachers will form 
a focus group to collaborate with the researchers in developing, testing, and 
revising the curriculum measure. In the winter and spring of the first year, a 
sample of approximately 40 Head Start teachers and classroom aides from 
20 classrooms will complete the Q-sort. Children from these classrooms will 
be tested on the measures listed below upon their entrance to and exit from 
Head Start. These classrooms will also be observed using the ECERS-R and 
the Observational Code for Literacy Interactions. The second year of the 



study will involve an expansion of the Q-sort to involve approximately 80 
Head Start teachers, who will complete the Q-sort three times during the 
school year. In addition, a subsample of approximately 160 children will be 
randomly selected from half of these classrooms and assessed using the 
battery of child measures at two time points during the Head Start year, 
once at Head Start entry and once at Head Start exit.  

Sample: 
First Year 
Pilot group: approximately 6 teachers 
Winter & Spring sample: 40 teachers and aides, and approximately 200 
children  

Second Year 
80 teachers and a subsample of approximately 160 children from half of 
these classrooms  

Measures: 
Child 
Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test-III (PPVT-III) (Form A) 
The Get Ready to Read! Screen (RTR) 
McCarthy Scales of Children's Abilities- Draw-a-Design 
Leiter-R, AM Battery, Attention Sustained Subtest  
FACES: Color Names and Counting; Story and Print Concepts 
Woodcock Johnson-Revised (Achievement Tests): Letter-Word Ident.; 
Applied Problems; Dictation  

Teacher 
Classroom Activities Checklist  

Classroom 
Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale- Revised (ECERS-R) 
Observational Code for Literacy Interactions 


