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}What is Research Connections?

}Accessing resources through Research 
Connections

}Online Training  and Q & A Schedule

}Data Training





High quality research in child care and 
early education and the use of that 
research in policymaking.  To do this we:

ÁConnect child care and early education

ÁImprove the quality of research

ÁImprove the quality of public policy







} Today - Online Training

} Thursday & Friday ðQuestions & Answers

ü Continuing opportunity to ask questions 

ü View the recorded training and/or post questions and comments

ü The data experts will respond publicly to continue the conversation

ü Tips for Users will be posted

ü Review the Tips for Users and post your comments and questions 
about them
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Links to these 
activities will 
go live on our 

website 
tomorrow



Web:  www.researchconnections.org
Email:  contact@researchconnections.org

http://www.researchconnections.org/
mailto:contact@researchconnections.org
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}HSIS Study Design

}HSIS Instruments

}HSIS Data Files

}Using the HSIS Data Files

}Wrap- up
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}Background of Study

}Research Questions

}Study Sample

}Randomization

}Response Rates

}Study Timeframe

}Data Collection Schedule
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}Mandated by Congress in the 1998 
reauthorization of Head Start

}Congress asked that the study be:

Ɓnationally representative, and

Ɓa comparison of Head Start children with a group 
of comparable non - participants
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}What difference does Head Start make to 
key outcomes of development and learning 
(and in particular, the multiple domains of 
school readiness) for low - income children?

}What difference does Head Start make to 
parental practices that contribute to 
childrenõs school readiness?

}Under what circumstances does Head Start 
achieve the greatest impact?  What works 
for which children?
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}Nationally representative sample, with the 
exception of American Indian/Alaska 
Natives, migrant and òspecial populationó 
programs

}84 randomly selected grantees across 23 
states.

}383 randomly selected centers

}Total of 4,667 randomly assigned children 
in two cohorts:  2,559 3 - year- olds and 
2,108 4 - year olds
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}Approximately 15 percent of children 
served by Head Start nationally were not 
represented in the study.

}This was due to the decision to only include 
children from Head Start programs where 
there were fewer slots available than 
children applying.
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}Newly entering 3 - and 4 - year Head Start 
applicants were randomly assigned to either:

ƁTreatment group to enroll in Head Start, or

ƁControl group that did not; parents found other 
available services for their child or the child was cared 
for at home.

}For the 3 - year- olds, the control group had 
access to Head Start in second year.

}For both age cohorts, this study assesses the 
impact of one program year of Head Start.
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}Response rates hover around 75 to 80 
percent throughout the study, with slight 
variation by year and instrument.

ƁExample: Response rate for the 1 st grade child 
assessment
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Age Cohort
Head Start 

Group Control Group

3- year- olds 81% 74%

4- year- olds 79% 73%



}Results reported to date:

ƁBaseline data collected in fall 2002.

ƁAnnual spring follow - up data collected through 
the end of 1 st grade (Spring 2006 for the 
youngest children).

}Have also collected data through the end of 
the 3 rd grade ðwill be used for the 3 rd grade 
report.
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Fall
2002

Spring 
2003

Spring 
2004

Spring 
2005

Spring 
2006

Instrument 3õs4õs3õs4õs3õs4õs3õs4õs3õs4õs

Child Assessment X X X X X X X X X

Parent Interview X X X X X X X X X

Teacher Child Report X X X X X X X

Teacher Survey X X X X X X X

Care Provider Interview X X X

Center Dir. Interview X X X

Classroom Observation X X X

Family Day Care 
Observation X X X
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}Language Screener

}Direct Child Assessment

}Parent Interview

}Teacher Child Report

}Teacher Survey

}Care Provider Interview

}Center Director Interview

}Classroom Observation

}Family Day Care Observation
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}In Fall 2000, childõs main care provider was 
asked three questions:

ƁWhat language does child speak most often at 
home?

ƁWhat language does child speak most often at 
this child care setting?

ƁWhat language does it appear that this child 
prefers to speak?
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} If English, administered the English assessment 
at all data collection points.

} If Spanish and on mainland, administered the 
Spanish Assessment with two English subtests 
in fall 2002 and in subsequent years, 
administered the English assessment with two 
Spanish subtests.

} If language other than Spanish or English, 
administered four tests in fall 2002 and in 
subsequent years administered the English 
assessment.
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Year Measured

Test Baseline Preschool K
1st

grade

Language and Literacy

PPVT- III (adapted) X X X X

TVIP (adapted) X X X X

WJ III Letter- Word 
Identification

X X X X

Batería Woodcock - Muñoz --
Identificación de letras y 
palabras

X X X X

WJ III Spelling X X X X

WJ III Oral Comprehension X X X X
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Year Measured

Test Baseline Preschool K
1st

grade

Language and Literacy

Batería Woodcock - Muñoz ð
Dictado

X

McCarthy Draw - A- Design X X

Color Names X X

Story and Print Concepts X X

CTOPPP Elision X X X

Leiter - R Sustained Attention
Task

X X X
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Year Measured

Test Baseline Preschool K
1st

grade

Language and Literacy

Letter Naming X X

Name Writing Task X

WJ IIIWord Attack X X

WJIII Passage 
Comprehension

X

WJIII Writing Samples X
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Year Measured

Test Baseline Preschool K
1st

grade

Math

WJIII Applied Problems X X X X

Batería Woodcock - Muñoz --
Problemas Aplicados 

X

Counting Bears X X

WJIII Quantitative Concepts X X

WJ III Calculation X
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Year Measured

Test Baseline Preschool K
1st

grade

Composites

WJIII Pre- Academic Skills X X X X

WJIII Basic Reading Skills X X

WJIII Math Reasoning X X

WJIII Academic Skills X

WJ III Academic Applications X
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}Current Head Start/Child Care/School 
Status

}Activities with Your Child

}Disabilities

}Childõs Accomplishments

}Childõs Behavior

}Household Rules and Parenting Practices

}Family Demographics
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}Income and Housing and Neighborhood 
Characteristics

}Other Child Care Arrangements

}Health and Safety Practices

}Community Services (no baseline)

}Next Year School Enrollment (no baseline)

}Parental Support
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}Parental Feelings

}Parent Involvement, School Communication 
and Satisfaction with Head Start/Center -
based Program/Child Care/School

}Teacher Feedback on Childõs School 
Performance and Behavior (K and 1 st grade)

}Reading Task (baseline only)

}Confidence Ratings by Interviewer
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}Teacher/Child Relationship

}Adjustment Scales for Preschool 
Intervention (ASPI)

}Selected items from the Child Observation 
Record (preschool years)

}General Background Information (K and 1 st

grade)

}School Accomplishments (K and 1 st grade)
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}Program Information

ƁClassroom Activities

ƁClassroom Demographics

ƁAssessment

ƁMentors

ƁParent Contact

ƁTeacher Beliefs

ƁJob Satisfaction

Å Demographic Information
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}Program Information
ƁStudy Child( ren ) Information

ƁActivities

ƁCurriculum

ƁAssessment

ƁParent Contact

ƁTeacher Beliefs

ƁJob Satisfaction

ƁAssistance to Families

}Demographic Information
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}Center Characteristics

}Staffing and Recruitment

}Center Director Demographics

}Teacher and Staff Training

}Curriculum and Assessment

}Goals

}Staff Activities
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}ECERS/FDCRS

}Arnett Scale of Lead Teacher Behavior

}Counts of Children and Adults

}Teacher - Directed Activity Checklist 
(classroom)
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