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Poverty (and early adversity) is associated 

with lower neural resources for learning.

Â Attention skills

Â Language skills

ÂMemory skills

Â Impulse control

Â Emotion  Regulation

Â Problem-solving ability
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Getting Along

With Others

Engaging in 

Learning Tasks

Following Rules

Anger Management

Managing conflicts

Problem-solving

Poverty Delays Pre-frontal 

Cortex Development

Executive Control:
Working memory

Inhibitory control

Attention flexibility

Language skills

Key Competencies

Fundamental to cognitive and

Behavioral school readiness



Developmental Roots of Executive 

Functioningarein Social Interaction

ÉWith Parentsé

ËAttachment processes  

ËJoint attention & sensitive responding 

ÉWith peers ..

Ësocial imitation & reciprocity

Ënegotiation & collaboration
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Challenge

Â Integrate research-based models of social-

emotional development and self-regulatory 

(executive control) with

ÂResearch-based models of emergent literacy 

& math skill development with

ÂComprehensive early education 

programming 
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